THINGS

YOUNEED TO

KNOW

Whar /sthe
Middio Easgt?

L he term: MiddTe cast desorhos
a ragion on the eastern and 500 th
ern shores of the NMediterranear
Sea. _he countriss geasmaly
constdered to make up the Liiddle
Zast are mestlv m Asia bt also in
Alr.ca and even in Burcoz, woers
stof Tuskey (s located. (Ses
Mupsewrey, p. 1)

B ol moue than geography, it's
culwal tes and nistorizal rivelries
that define the Middle East. The
majorkty af neople there are Arabe
The viginn als nah:des non-Arab
cauntries ks Tran, Terkay, anc
lsrae’ Most poorie in tha Middle

WORDS TO KNOW

o Hologaust [n) the mess extermi-
nation of Jews and others by Kazi
Germany from 1933 10 1845

& Palestinian 'nj. Ara: persen of
the historical reg on of Palestine
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ABOUT THE

arnon the TV, check the news online,
or picx up a newspaper Ne¢ othar
part of trec wo-ld ge-crates as mant
ngad/ines asthe Middle Cast Hers 1 innk
ot this critical, rroubled region anu why i1's
g2 importantte the United States

Sast are Muglims, [ollowers vl
‘slam. B significant nusioes ol
Carlsrlans alep live hroughoul dee
r2'an, and ‘n lsrael. more than
75 percent of r1 people are Jows,

How has the Arah Spring
changed the Middlc East?

The movement 37w~ as the
Arab Spring actuealy beganin the
winter. I December UL, a voung
fruct vencor inlusina s2t himself
on tire to protest corrupion and
lav< uo loewcons s dus countrv. Lhe
incident led W widesprsad dem-
ons rations Ul Jorved Tuisa’s
dictator (U resig.

Tunisiz's revelulion s paivad
sumilar protwests in Egy plaud
arcuns the region in eady 2011
Thar wave of prowsts, called L
Arab Sprirg, resulted in the cver
throw of dictators in Egypr, 11hwva,
and y=men.

Right now, atteztion s farused
an Yyrie. where 3 cro-demoeraty

movemen: also sprang up in 2011
zaainat Bashar al-Assad, the lang-
time ruler Aszad mes prorests with
vinlease, igniting a dvll war tha
cg f2r has killed maro then ANCCO
Svrians and creatad mare 10N
| million refugees Twan and Rnss 2
suppart Assad, and evreris ‘ear
that Svria's violence conld sprear
to reighboring counines

W2l trhe Arab Spr.ag bring
demrocracy 10 the Middle East? It's
nol clear. With manv govemments
in & state of flux, radical Musln
grouns have beon taxisng advantage
¢f tha ranfusion. Tie LS. is won-
ceaned that these excemisis might
Imnnae srret Islamic law, as o
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[tan, and provide 2 3afe baven to
terrorist 2roupe such as Al Qaeda,
which staged the 9,11 atacks on
the U5 2001,

stzll, the U.5"has been suppoct-
ing groups working for d2mnocracy
in the Miceast, Aleng with many
in the region, tae U.S. hopes that
good and lasting change will come
goon, if not immediatelv,

Rami Khoun, asthelar in
Lebanon, is hopeful that changs i:
enming. “We are slywly wirness-
Ing the urprecedented hir of the
Avab ebizer,” Thour says. “We
will achieve ran ‘ong-¢l sive
Atab gna’ 3 sell-determinaton and
real sSovereigeiy”

Why ean'’t Arabe ond Israclis
make peace?

The Arab-Israeli cczflic: has
smoldered for more than a csnturv
Istaelis 32 Arats have repeatedly
clashed cver the small area that
ircludes [srael, the Wes: Bank, and
the Gaza Strp. The conilict has
rzsulted in ;oree mzjor Arab-Israel:
wars, abong with counties: teroor-
st attacks on Teragli divilians, 1aids
and air strikes in raczliztion, and
arieving families on both sides

For thousar s of vears, this
arza was the anclen: 1ameland nf
the Jewlsh pecple. In 53 A, the
reron waa selzed by the Rameans,
Wi came 1a call it Fales ne

fLuft] Bpgptians in Tahrir Square in Cairg
after Pressdent Hosni Mubarak resigned,
Fubruary 2010 [Above] A gid 2l & protest
in Caiva, March 201 1. Secis media

plaged a hig rale in organizing protests

=ollewirg a Jowish rekellion in
70 an, 1k Ramans desmover the
Seeand Temple and espel /¢ moat
Jewws After Arab armieg connuered
Palesrine
»=came dominated by Araa and
lg.amic culturg—though Chrnstians;
anc Jews nave always rerinned
Durirg =g 1800s, & steady
sHream oo Jews immigrated to
Palestine from Eurcpe, seeking Lo
pEcape anti-Semlison daed resture o
Jewish homelznd, From Ce slat
vo=fliczs eruniad witt Arebs there,
Aer World War 1T (1939 1945)
and the Holoeaust. “uring which

‘he region in 636 2~

continucdon p 10-%
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G million Jews were killed, the idea
ot a Jewish siate gained wider sup-
potl. Jews joved o 25 estine in
increasing nubess,

[n 1947, the Univec Nations
(UN.) voted te divide Palasline
inta twao nacons, Jewish and Arab,
Jews accepted the plan, but neigh
horing Arah countrizs rejecred it
When lsmer! Seclared its indepen
dencr in 1348, =gypr, Jordan, end
Swria attacked the new natinn. “Fe
war ended in 1949 with an Israeli
victory. During the fighting, at least
600,000 Palestiman Arabs had fled
from or were forced cut of lsqazl,
becomg refugees.

“oday, Lireels and calestincans
mantan 4 tense standoil. About
2.5 inillices Palastiniars Jve o the
‘We:t Bank, which = a2 caplwed in
Ui Six-Duay W 0l 1967, laael can-
wols e area’s Lorcers and Lraels
baee butlt setilemnents o wlal
Falestinians conzider thelr Jand.

The Gaza Srrip ks conrolled by
Hamas, = Prlosringan gron™ that
calls for 1stael™s destristion and ie
considered a terrarist anganization
by the Onited States. Tlamas peri-
adizally firss rockets onto Israeli
tawns, orovoking crackdowns from
the I=ras militarv.

Ooth Jews aad Palestirians
c.aim Jerusalem as their capital,

-

2, :

: SRR ' .!\‘_“-r >
Jaorusalem ts a hely €ty vo three faiths, symbelized 10
by [1) the Russian Drehodex Church of Mary
Magdalene; [2] the Western Wall, all that remains of

, the Socond Templa of the Jews; and [3] the Dome of
the Reck, one of Islam's mest sacred shrines.

The strupgale over thi3 ancieat

atv—holy to Jews, Chrostians, and
Mshims—slirs great emotions.
Many Istaelis and “a.esnn-
Jdls=—aiit e J.S.—suppoit a
“tovostate solution,” That would
involve crealing a Palescnan
puticn o meost of die West Bank
and the Gaza Siap. Bul Usad's
beeoming less likely a: Ui distrust
between the twe peoples devpes,
Diplamats arourd the world have
called far the 1.5, alergrim: ally
of [zracl, ta braker a enmpromise
That gpa_ has eluded every Amor
can president who has tred 10
‘ntervene in this long ronaflic:

Is 0il the main reasonwe
care about the Mideast?
Although il s not the ¢nly
reascr e U8, and s allie: cave
aroul the Middlz East, it's 3l
very ioportent, Moz then hall
of known ol reserves arz in the
eouanrrles aronnd the Perzian Culf,
including Sand! A=abla, Kuwair,
fran, »nd “he [irhed Arah Fmir
ates NAE] Nearly 20 peroent of
nil traded war dwide 13 rar3parrad
through the Strait of Tlarmnz
between [ran and 172 (AT
The tree tlow af thes el s e
cial. If war were (o clase tae Sirait
of Horruz. prices would skyrocke!
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and s2verely hurt the global ezon-
omy. 4ceently, Irzn threatened to
bleck the strait unless 172 LS. and
e U.N. stozzed prassanng Irzn to
end 115 nuckear wezpons program.

o wunter can, the US, hés
Lavwe militacy fovees in and arcund
e Middle Bost, Balvam iz e
leadyguartess of Qe ULS. Nuvy's
Sk Plect while e muility's
Cuencral Connnacid Lus forves in
Porsian Gulf eountrios,

Are Womon appressed thare?
Vicrmen i most of the

Middle £z3t Lave fewer freedoms
than women in the "West. Acoard-
g o a Uil recort by the UUN.
Arab wormen sutler from ineguality
of opportuany, ée forced to take
lower-paying jobs, and racely pley
G jole in govemurent. The same is
e Jur wornes D non-Arab parts
ol the Mideasl, such o lran.

Saudi Arabia is paticulaldy
tough on women. Toey are for-
hidden by law 10 ravel or smdv
wirbent pormifasinn from rhelr
fathes, beother, ar hushand
Wamer a%e sven harre” fram
drving Tliewhere, howevar, in
countres like Tardan and Tarael,
women have muci moee freadam

Acconding to the UK, wamen's
inequality prevents pregress
throughout the Middle East. "The
rzpert notes: "Society as a whole
suffets when a huge proporticn of
its productve potential is solled ”

—Churles Piddouk
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